Backside
In The Calling by Brother Andrew of God’s Smuggler fame, he starts his second chapter, second step, “Plan to do today what Scripture says” with this profound truth wrapped in humor: “A few years ago when I had a sore throat, I drank some of those herbal teas from California with little saying printed on the tea tags. One of them said: `If you ain’t the lead dog, you always have the same scenery’. Okay, maybe it’s a little naughty, but I was struck by the truth in that statement when it applied to our spiritual calling…Acts 1:8…The (disciples) had to be the pioneers, in other words, the `lead dogs’…The pioneer has to know where he is going, and that takes planning. If we don’t push into new mission fields and go where we are needed rather than where it is safe, we’ll end up seeing the same old scenery, clinging to our same old theories, and doing things the same old ways they’ve always been done. And we won’t be any closer to fulfilling The Great Commission to tell the world about Him…We must plan to act on the prophetic Word…” I say “amen, amen”! 

One day Andrew was downstairs in his home in Holland, and one of his children came running down the stairs to tell him about the breaking news on the radio. He heard about Czechoslovakia being invaded by Russian troops. He knew the believers there would be scared. He loaded up his VW with Russian Bibles and headed for the Czech border. Why did he take Russian Bibles? The Calling tells why. Read God’s Smuggler--it is a life-changing book. It sure changed my life. I went into mainland China with his Open Doors organization about forty times taking Bibles to the persecuted believers who are dying for their faith daily. And while you’re reading, get a copy of God’s Smuggler to China by Brother David. These books are really low priced on amazon.com. If Christians understand the Great Commission, how much more should Messianic people understand it and act on it? 

There are no closed doors in this world, only closed hearts and closed minds to the call of the Master to “go into all the world and preach the Good News”. Or, like so many, did you leave the “Great Commission” with the church when you left it? If Torah guarding people leave it behind, then what does that say for all those thousands of Torah-guarding disciples and Apostles in the first century whose prime directive from Messiah was to share the Good News? They were Torah guarding, yet they knew that without the blood of the Lamb, a person is damned for eternity--for “without the shedding of blood 
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there is no forgiveness of sin”. The House of Israel would have been damned without the blood of the Lamb and His resurrection, and without the Torah, they could not know about covenant relationship with their Elohim.  

The Acts 1:8 pattern IS YOUR CALLING!!! Isaiah 61:1-3 IS YOU’RE YOUR CALLING. What Messiah initiated, we carry out to the world. Whenever you see a need, do what you can to meet it. Last winter my youngest daughter saw that the local homeless shelter needed blankets. She went to many places and gathered blankets for them. She sees that poor children in the Appalachian Mountains come to school hungry, and they have no backpacks for their school supplies. I taught school in the Appalachians so I know. So, she is working to provide meals and backpacks for them through a reliable organization in North Georgia. If you are interested in helping with that I can send you information. Get out of your self-centered lifestyle and get involved in the needs of others! Now she’s forming a team to go to Haiti. Get out of your little box and reach out to the billions of this world who are soon to die. Brother Andrew’s calling began with the Scripture that Abba gave him: “Wake up and strengthen those that remain and are about to die…” (Revelation 3:2a)

All around you there are very valid needs to be met with the love of Abba. In helping to meet valid needs, you are aligning to the heart of the Master! His greatest condemnation of the Torah-guarding House of Judah was that they left the widow, orphan, homeless and poor, without help, while they served their own selves. Acts 1:8 begins in your local area, then as you follow the Master, He will lead you into the region, the state, and the country, then out of the country. It is His pattern. Jeremiah followed this pattern in his travels around the world. Unless you reach out to others, you will have no help when you need it. “Whatsoever you sow, that shall you also reap”.  

I know I seem to be hung up on this subject, but I ask you: What will you say to the Master at His coming, or what will He say to you? Do you want Him to say: “Well done, good and faithful servant…”? If so, you must be a good and faithful servant. We are called to be “doulos” – “bond slaves” of a Master. Let us act like one. 

I worked independently with Voice of the Martyrs for several years, often joining in their projects to supply Bibles, coats in winter, and other basic goods, for the survival of believers who have been wiped out, left homeless, oftentimes their families slaughtered by Muslims, like in Nigeria, whose families are left helpless because their father has been imprisoned for his faith by a communist government. GET INVOLVED! This is basic Torah!!! You can do this!
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Yahushua Yahuweh said to His disciples: “Follow Me”. Yahushua Yahuweh says to each one who is born of the Spirit: “Follow Me”. He wants to baptize you into the Spirit of Yahuweh so that the portal of your spirit is opened into the eternal realm. It is there that He leads, 

teaches, gives wisdom, comforts, and directs. It is there that He speaks. 

But, in order to be led by Elohim, that means we have to look at His backside--if we follow Him. We must conform our walk to His footsteps--to His lifestyle--taking on His mannerisms, His desires, His 

thinking, His ways, and His commands. We’re called to be servants, not lazy good-for-nothings serving our flesh. You are not going to be judged on your belief system, but on how you live it out!  [Refer to: “Rewards According to Works”] 

In Exodus 33:7-23! Moses was shaken to the core by the rebellion of the people he was sent to rescue out of Egypt. So, Moses removed himself outside the camp into the Tent of Meeting to be alone with 

Yahuweh. The people stood in awe as they watched the cloud covered the Tent, where Moses abode in the Presence of Yahuweh. This is how he could write Psalm 91 to those like himself, whose peace was found “in the secret place of the Most High”. Moses told Yahuweh that unless He went before them, they would go no further. Yahuweh answered Moses: “`I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My eyes…My Presence does go with you, and I shall give you rest’ ”. Moses asked Him to show him His glory. Yahuweh answers: “`I shall cause all My goodness to pass before you…And it shall be while My glory passes by, that I shall put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand while I pass by. Then I shall take away My hand, and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen’ ”. 

As I’ve said so many times, it is important to know Him and trust Him, yes, but it is also very important that He knows us and can trust us! He says to the foolish ones: “Truly I say to you `I do not know you’ ”.    

Today as I was out walking towards a lake, He began to show me that the first step in personally knowing Him is to get behind His back and follow. Messiah called disciples by name, and they knew to follow Him, to let Him lead, and to conform their lives to His. 

In the spring of 1993, as I was out walking in my neighborhood, He spoke to me the words of Joshua 1:7-9 – “No man will stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I shall be with you”. When I looked it up, I only understood part of it. I did understand, however, that no one could block me from doing Abba’s 
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will, except me, of course. In December of that year, I was in an intercession class at my church. It was the last Sunday before the New Year. Our teacher asked us to ask Father that week if He had any Scripture or prophecy to give to anyone in the class, to be given the next Sunday. The next Sunday, only about three had anything for anyone. But, one older lady spoke up and said that she had been given something for me. She read Joshua 1:7-9a. Of course, she didn’t finish it because the Torah, she thought, was not applicable today. But, not long after that I found out how “applicable” it is to everything 

that He is doing in restoring truth to us. But, her faithfulness that day was confirmation that what I had heard in 1993 was indeed from Him.

I finally understood that He was saying: No human being or occurrence of any kind would stand in front of me to be an obstacle in my way, that would prevent me from finishing the course Abba had laid out for me from the foundation of the world. He began clearing obstacles in 1995 very harshly. In early 1996, it was like I was shot out of a cannon into all the world. 

No man can stand in front of us, IF we are following the Master, for He is in front of us—He is our shield against the works of the enemy. But, if we are following man, then yes, we’ll see man’s backside day after day, and never go any further in knowledge, wisdom or understanding than the person we are following. Multitudes now are following the backsides of prideful man into an eternal ditch--the Pit of damnation. 

I kept going past my teachers as King David said he did, because of my hunger for the Word. You can do that too. So, He took me to Aqaba, Jordan, for 8 years so that I would only have Him as my Teacher. Because He has no boundaries on what He wants to teach us, we can quantum leap into the eternal realm on a daily basis and learn from Him. 

Moses saw Yahushua’s backside, for only Yahushua Yahuweh has hands and feet, and can speak as a man to a man--Exodus 33:11 with Deuteronomy 34:10. Moses followed, and because He followed He could lead others! Only followers of Elohim can wisely lead His people! Then one day, Moses stood along side of Yahushua on Mt. Hermon (Matthew 17:1-7). He is the attendant of the Bride of Messiah! Moses followed His backside; then he stood along side the Master! At the wedding, He will stand along side the Master and His Bride.

I had two visions that are applicable here. In the first one, I am 
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walking up the side of a very steep mountain. I got about ¾ of the way up but could not make my legs go any further. All of a sudden, Yahushua appeared next to me. He put His arm around me, smiled gently, and then together, arms around each other we walked the rest 

of the way to the top of the mountain. I had the second vision while I was literally dying--I was feeling the life going out of me, my spirit leaving my body. I then saw the same One whom I had seen with my eyes clearly in Jerusalem in 2003--Yahushua. He was climbing up the side of a very steep mountain in front of me. There was no path – He was forging the path through dirt and weeds. I then also saw a younger version of me struggling to climb up the mountain to join Him. I was red in the face and sweating profusely, but the joy on my face was amazing to see. I was laughing because I was close to Him, 

but He was not slowing down. Then, He stopped, turned around, and gave me that sideways grin I’ve seen so many times. He waited for me to catch up. Then He put His arm around me and we walked the rest of the way together. Following His backside led to walking along side. 

There comes a time, after we’ve followed, emptied our self of pride and rebellion, become child-like in humility, died to self will, and become one with the Master, that He comes to put His arm around us, and we walk the rest of the way together, arm and arm. The way is getting rougher and steeper, as most of you are well aware of. 

During the dark days of the up-coming 3 ½ years of tribulation, in which few will survive, there will be a people who have followed. They’ve seen His backside day after day, but the “scenery” is comforting--and He is always leading to new places and new 

adventures. And it is an uphill climb--but He’s a good mountain climber. It is hard to keep up with Him at times, but He’s asking us to rest in His ability to see us through with joy, peace, faith, love, long suffering, patience, kindness, gentleness, and free of spirit. In the days ahead, He will come along side of us, and together we’ll finish the race. (Hebrews 12:1-3)

Tragically, most are following the backside of a human. That human won’t walk with you when you can’t go any further. They’ll give you some nice religious platitude like “trust God” and go off and leave you. For all of their niceness and good words, they serve themselves. You’ll end up devastated!  (Jeremiah 17:5-9)  

I’ve poured out my heart for years, telling people to study the Word with the Teacher, to read whole books and let Him do the cross-referencing. I’ve written so much on knowing Him--His nature, ways 

Page 5

and thinking. Yet, I see so few even doing even the basics of true discipleship obedience. He has the most glorious personality. He is not a theology, philosophy, concept of “thing”—He is a Person. But, He is not western minded. His ways are not the ways of the flesh. He speaks 

to the re-born spirit, not the earth-bound mind and emotions that are so self-centered (soul: seat of the sin-prone nature of mankind). So many are whining, complaining. He can’t work outside a framework of faith, praise, rejoicing--alignment to His nature. 

“Unless you forsake all you cannot be My disciple”, Luke 14:33. He means it! Unless you follow, you won’t walk along side of Him in the “cool of the Garden” later on. 

[Refer to studies like “Faith Walk” and articles like “Daily Flowing in His Perfect Timing”, “Led”, and “On Assignment”]  

Spiritual preparation in these days is of utmost importance. Do you know Him? Does He trust you as a friend? Or are you too busy with your own life to be involved with His? Are you a servant, or do you want to be served?  Make preparations, plan, do research--find out what is needed and where, and where you can be of the most good to the Kingdom--if it is in a village in Africa or India, taking Bibles to the persecuted in foreign lands, or working with the poor and destitute in your own city. We must be about our Abba’s business! Our eternal reward is at stake. 

We are almost in Elul – the time of T’shuvah. If you’d like a study on that, let me know and I’ll send it. It is the time of preparation for the months ahead that will lead to Messiah’s return. 

This is the most strategic Elul of any in the history of mankind. It is a pivot point in the eternal plan of Yahuweh. The dimensional portals must be opened by His trusted, trained, gate keepers for the return of a small repentant, humble, remnant of Ephraim to join with Judah and the end-time witnesses, who are now returning for the last days exploits. 

This Tishre 1 is one of the four most strategic pivot points in the history of mankind! The plans of the prince of darkness are moving at an accelerated rate forward now, but so are the plans of Yahuweh!  How will you spend Elul?   

Shalom,

Yedidah

August 15, 2011
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